Malignancy: Human T-Cell Lymphotropic Virus Type I and Adult T-Cell Leukaemia/Lymphoma.
Adult T-cell leukaemia/lymphoma (ATLL) was first identified in Japan in 1977 [1,2]. The causative agent, the human T-lymphotropic virus type I (HTLV-I), was isolated 3 years later by Gallo's group from a patient initially diagnosed as having mycosis fungoides but subsequently reclassified as a case of ATLL [3]. Since this time, much has been discovered about the molecular pathogenesis of the disease. Despite this, treatment of ATLL remains disappointing and the prognosis of acute and lymphoma types poor. In the United Kingdom, cases of ATLL are mainly restricted to people of Afro-Caribbean descent but the disease is of general importance because ATLL has also been reported in non-endemic areas and may possibly spread into other populations via blood transfusion as blood donors in the UK are currently not screened for HTLV-I.